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Romans 10:17: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
 
Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith it is impossible to please him:  for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 
 
Notice particularly the first part of Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith it is impossible to please 
him…”  If God demands that we have faith when it is impossible for us to have faith, then we 
have a right to challenge His justice.  But if He places within our hands the means whereby faith 
can be produced, then the responsibility rests with us whether or not we have faith. 
 
FAITH COMES BY HEARING THE WORD 
 
God has told us that without faith it is impossible to please Him, but He has also told us how to 
get faith.  If we do not have faith, God is not to blame.  To blame God for our lack of faith is 
nothing in the world but ignorance.  If we lack faith, we are to blame. 
 
This is also true concerning faith for salvation.  Faith for salvation also comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).  Paul said in Ephesians 2:8: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  We know that faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, but how are we to get faith to get saved?  
Romans chapter 10 tells us. 
 
 Romans 10:8-10, 13, 14: “8 But what saith it?  The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart:  that is, THE WORD OF FAITH, WHICH WE PREACH; 9 That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 for with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation…  13For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed:  and HOW SHALL THEY BELIEVE IN HIM OF WHOM THEY HAVE 
NOT HEARD?  And how shall they hear without a preacher? 
 
Men are saved by hearing God’s Word, because the scripture says, “…faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  You cannot believe and have faith without 
hearing the Word. 
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In Acts 10 and 11 we read about Cornelius, who although devout, had not yet been saved.  He 
had not heard the gospel yet, so how could he have been saved?  No, Cornelius was not saved 
until he heard Peter preach. 
 
An angel of the Lord appeared to Cornelius in Acts 10:3. The angel who spoke to Cornelius 
could not preach the gospel to Cornelius because angels cannot preach the gospel; God sent 
men to preach.    Remember Jesus said, “…Go YE into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15).  But the angel could tell Cornelius where to go to get someone 
who could preach the gospel to him (Acts 11:13). 
 
The angel instructed Cornelius to call for Peter in Acts 10:5-6.  “And now send men to Joppa, 
and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:  He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose 
house is by the sea side:  he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.”   
 
Acts 11:14 reports that the angel said that Peter would preach the gospel to Cornelius: “Who 
shall tell thee WORDS, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.”  This verse shows us 
that men are saved by hearing words – God’s Word.  You cannot believe without hearing.  So 
many are trying to believe without hearing. 
 
How does faith for healing come?  The same way, by hearing the word of God concerning 
healing.  In Acts 14 we are told of the impotent man who received his healing because of what 
he heard.   
 

Acts 14:7-10: “7 And there they PREACHED the GOSPEL.  8 And there sat a certain man 
at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had 
walked: 9 The same HEARD Paul SPEAK: who steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving that 
he had faith to be healed, 10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet.  And he leaped 
and walked.” 
 
The casual reader of the Word of God might say, “Isn’t it wonderful how Paul healed that 
man?”  You have heard that said, and so have I.  But Paul did not heal the man.  The man was 
not healed because Paul was an apostle.  The man was not healed by Paul’s faith.  The man 
himself had the faith to be healed.  But notice what had to take place before this man was 
healed: “And there they (Paul and Barnabas) PREACHED the GOSPEL” (Acts 14:7). 
 
Paul did three things: 
 
 1.  He preached the gospel to the man. 
 
 2.  He perceived that the man had faith to be healed. 
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 3.  He told the man to rise up and walk 
 
The man also did three things: 
 
 1.  He heard Paul preach the gospel. 
 
 2.  He had faith to be healed. 
 
 3.  He leaped up and walked. 
 
The man was not healed by some special power that Paul had.  The man himself had faith to be 
healed.  Where and how did he get faith to be healed?  He got it from what he heard! 
 
Remember Acts 14:9 says, “The same [man] heard Paul SPEAK…”  What did Paul speak?  Verse 
7 says, “And there they PREACHED the GOSPEL.”  If Paul preached what we call the gospel of 
salvation, how did the man get faith to be healed?  The man got faith to be healed because Paul 
preached what the Bible calls the gospel, which also includes healing. 
 
Many hear preaching to be saved, but many churches do not preach that the gospel includes 
healing.  Faith to be healed has not been done away with.  In Mark 5:34 Jesus spoke to the 
woman with the issue of blood and said, “…Daughter, THY FAITH hath made thee whole; go in 
peace and be whole of thy plague.” 
 
The bible clearly shows that faith has not been done away with.  It was the woman’s faith that 
made her whole.   
 
HEALING IS PART OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Paul preached the gospel of salvation which includes healing.  The Bible simply calls it the 
gospel.  How do we know he did?  Let us look at Romans 1:16. 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the GOSPEL OF CHRIST:  for it is the power of God unto 
SALVATION to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

 
The Hebrew and Greek words for salvation imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, 
healing, and soundness.  The gospel is the power of God unto each of these: deliverance, 
safety, preservation, healing, and soundness.  Paul preached the full gospel, not just part of it. 
 
Other scriptures indicate that healing was part of the gospel also: 
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 Acts 8:5-8: “5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and PREACHED CHRIST 
(the gospel) unto them. 6 and the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spake, hearing and seeing THE MIRACLES which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with 
loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them:  and many taken with palsies, 
and that were lame, were HEALED. 8 and there was great joy in that city.” 
 
Notice in verse 7 the miracles that followed the preaching of the Word – the gospel.  Those 
healing miracles and deliverances all came about as the result of preaching Christ.  The people 
heard the word preached and received.  
 
The New Testament knows no Christ without Christ the healer.  Physical healing – divine healing 
– is a part of the gospel.  If there is no gospel of healing today then none of us has a gospel of 
salvation to preach either because healing is included in the atonement (Isaiah 53:4, 5). 
 
There was a Baptist minister by the name of P.C. Nelson.  He said, “Healing is part and parcel of 
the gospel.”  During his pastoring of a church in Detroit Michigan he was run over by an 
automobile. The doctors told him that one of his legs would have to be taken off at the knee.  
They told him if by some “miracle” it did not have to be amputated it would be stiff for the rest 
of his life. 
 
He testified that as he laid in the hospital bed that the Lord began to talk with him and brought 
James 5:14 and 15 to his mind that said, “Is any sick among you?  Let him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  15 
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” 
 
He tried to excuse himself because his denomination did not practice that in the church.  But he 
knew someone that did practice it and asked him to come pray for him.  They anointed him 
with oil and prayed, and he was healed.  God’s word is good.  “… faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
 
Why did the woman with the issue of blood receive healing?  In Mark 5:27, 28, 34 it says, 
“WHEN SHE HAD HEARD OF JESUS, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.  28 
For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole… 34 and he said unto her, 
Daughter thy faith hath made thee whole…” 
 
Where did she get her faith?  She HEARD ABOUT JESUS.  This build her faith that she could also 
be healed.   
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In Matthew 8:17 it says, “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias (Isaiah) the 
prophet, saying, HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, and BARE OUR INFIRMITIES (sicknesses).”   
 
Again, in 1 Peter 2:24 it says, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:  BY WHOSE STRIPES YE WERE 
HEALED.” 
 
Isaiah 53 points to what Christ would do in the future, but 1 Peter points to what he has already 
done.  As we believe these verses that they are for us today, we build our faith up to receive 
healing.   
 
When it comes to faith, we must remember that it comes by hearing.  Whether it is a preacher 
preaching the word of God and your faith is built, or your own reading aloud of the word of God 
that develops faith, we must remember that it comes by hearing.   
 
We act on what the Word of God says, and not our own thoughts that deny it is for us.  
Salvation and healing are ours today as much as they were when Paul, Peter, and the rest 
preached it in the book of Acts. 


